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HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (2.44 pm): I rise to make a short contribution to the debate on 
the Health Legislation Amendment Bill. Firstly, I want to talk about the issue of temporary appointments 
to health and hospital boards. Health and hospital boards were introduced into Queensland in 2012. In 
my electorate of Beaudesert, we hook into three of them: the Gold Coast Hospital and Health Service, 
the Metro South Hospital and Health Service and the West Moreton Hospital and Health Service. During 
our time in office, significant advances were made in the offering of healthcare services to the people 
in my electorate, including the reintroduction of maternity services in Beaudesert and other procedural 
services as well as the establishment of a community advocacy group to enable people in the 
community to have their voice in relation to health services. Such groups communicated directly with 
the boards of their respective health services and the boards took account of their views.  

Terrific advancements were made in the West Moreton space, as well. As I understand it, before 
2012 the West Moreton service was consistently running at a deficit in terms of its operating expenditure 
compared to its revenue. That had an impact on the amount of services available to patients. The health 
board in place now at West Moreton has put a stop to that. It is running at surplus; at least it was the 
last time I checked, which was in relation to the 2014-15 financial year. That enables more services to 
be offered. The establishment of health boards has had a terrific effect on the services offered to my 
electorate and, I am sure, across the whole state.  

The measure in this bill to enable temporary appointments to be made to those boards must be 
used carefully. Certainly I hope—and I am sure other members do, too—that this is not a way for the 
government to take power away from the boards and repatriate it back to the health bureaucracy in 
George Street. That is not what any of us want, because the reforms have had a very positive impact 
on the health services provided to all Queenslanders. It was the Queensland Health bureaucrats in 
Brisbane who presided over the debacle involving the Health payroll system. Years ago, the Labor 
government and its bureaucrats allowed health care in the town of Beaudesert to wither on the vine as 
services were shut down. We do not want to see that happen again. When the minister responds to 
these second reading speeches, I urge him to clarify how the temporary appointments will work. As I 
said, terrific advancements have been made and we want to ensure that they continue at a local level 
through our hospital and health service boards.  

I wish to touch briefly on the amendments to the Food Act. I am sure that some of the additional 
information that will be provided will be of benefit to consumers. I want to relay an experience told to 
me by a constituent who lives in Boonah. My constituent regularly sells jams and other homemade 
goods at the Boonah Country Markets. This issue relates to the Food Act and provisions for the labelling 
of food. Recently, my constituent had an experience that was very unsettling. Officers from the Gold 
Coast Hospital and Health Service came all the way from the Gold Coast to Boonah. They wandered 
around the Country Market stalls, checking the labels on bottles of jam and pickles, and other small 
market goods that are sold at those types of markets. We know that under the Food Act there are 
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regulations and rules as to how things are sold. However, having inspected the food labels on the jam 
or pickles—whatever it was—if there was a slight deviation from what is required under the regulation, 
people were intimidated and threatened with the prospect of receiving a $50,000 fine for not having 
correctly labelled their jams or pickles. This is heavy-handed behaviour from the Gold Coast Public 
Health Unit— 

An opposition member interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: I will take that interjection. It is a nanny state approach. These are people who are 
trying to make a few extra dollars on the weekend. They do not need to be intimidated by officers from 
the Gold Coast Public Health Unit because their jam and pickles are not labelled correctly. I call on the 
minister to look into this issue.  

It is a heavy-handed approach. It disappeared when we were in office. It was there beforehand. 
Unfortunately, we see this type of heavy-handed behaviour—it always comes from those opposite when 
they are in office—coming back to affect, threaten and intimidate people who are just trying to make a 
few extra dollars on the weekend.  

Food labelling is a very important issue, but we need to look at things with a bit of perspective 
and reasonableness and not attack the little guys who are just trying to make a few extra dollars. I 
conclude my remarks on that note. I urge the government to tread cautiously in both the areas that I 
have addressed this afternoon. 

 


